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November 7, is considered a watershed moment in the history of the region,” Rivera said in a video
release. “Today, after almost seven decades of struggle, the people of Puerto Rico were victorious in
their struggle for freedom and independence.” After three weeks of caravans and protests in Central
Florida, Brown said on the porch of his home here, that if newly elected Gov. Ron DeSantis wants to
join him at a roadside memorial to the victims of the hurricane he wants to be the first to sign. “I’m
taking very seriously what the governor-elect has said,” he said. “He wants to put this conversation
behind us and he said he wanted to be the first to walk at that memorial. I think that is an appropriate
way to do it.” Despite the shifting context that has opened a new chapter in the island’s history, the
government is still struggling to address the damages from the storm. And there were signs that the
U.S. territory is split. One of DeSantis’ leading rivals for the Republican nomination for governor, and a
vocal supporter of the government’s recovery efforts, was ousted by the voters of his party primary
last week after it emerged that he had admitted to participating in an alleged plot to kidnap and kill
government officials in communist Cuba. “It’s like they are kind of keeping those lines of
communication open,” said Carlos Antonio, 46, referring to the government and the Communist Party.
“I’m happy that we are starting a new page. We are talking about freedom.” The relief effort also drew
criticism from conservatives here who worry that it may undermine local efforts to rebuild the island.
“I’ve been through a lot of hurricanes in the last 18 years, I’m hearing a lot of tin cans and bottles,” Bill
Ingram, 67, a retired plumbing contractor, said as he filled his pickup truck with gas for his trip to a
hospital in Florida on Tuesday. “I don’t need to hear about their propaganda.” On Tuesday, the Puerto
Rican government confirmed that the death toll from Hurricane Maria would rise to 43 people, up from
35 confirmed deaths. The 6d1f23a050
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